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What’s in a name?

WEME! One of the first ways that
we learn is by naming

items. Similar to the

specific name given to

an individual when they

' are born, the land and

water we live near also

i~ have unique names.
ki P !

Photo: Kanab Creek Watershed

SGoldberry

Many areas in Kane County have names
that were given by some of the first
human inhabitants—the Kaibab Paiute
Tribe. The word “Kanab” in Paiute
translates to “Place of Willows.” Even
though Kanab Creek is different now, the
presence of willows (Salix exigua and
other species) still indicates a healthy,
watershed.

Salix exigua (Coyote Willow)
Photo ©Al Schneider,
www.sweoloradowildflowers.com

What watershed do you live in?

Image of Kanab Creek Watershed Treatments:
Bureau of Land Management, Utah

Kane County, Utah, also called the “Heart
of the Parks,” is situated within some of the
most striking geological wonders on earth.
The maijestic plateaus, canyons and other
land forms were shaped by ancient plate
tectonics; wind, and our most precious
resource—water.

One of our main sources of water is Kanab
Creek, and its’ tributaries. There are also
many unique plant and animals living in
the Kanab Creek watershed that need our
protection.

Can you name one, or two of these?

(L-R) Sage Grouse, Welsh's Milkweed, Amber Snail
Photos: Utah Division of Wildlife Resoures (Phil Douglas), US
Fish and Wildlife

A watershed is an area of land that gat

What is a watershed?

and releases water into a common
drainage.

A tributary of the Colorado River, the
headwaters of Kanab Creek originate below
the rim of the Pansaugant and Markagunt
Plateaus near Alton, Utah. Flowing 29.7
miles south to the Utah-Arizona state line, it
passes through alternating bedrock and
alluvial reaches as it flows down the Grand
Staircase; a series of cliffs formed in
Mesozoic sandstone.

The Kanab Creek Watershed drains 2,313
square miles of southern Utah and Northern
Arizona before entering the Colorado River.

Photo: Coral Pink Sand Dunes State Park. Elena Northrup



